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also advanced and there were many large farms run on business
lines and also very large flocks of sheep occupying wide areas.
The peasantry, to some extent free, appear to have been
tyrannized over by the ruling princes, where such existed, by
their lords and even by the leaders of the city communities, who
seem to have exercised a somewhat malignant control over the
rural areas and thus over the lives of the peasantry, The land
was commonly held on the metayer system, while the peasants
were uniformly heavily taxed and their markets and right of
sale of products were regulated, those in authority holding, in
a large number of cases, a partial or complete monopoly of the
sale of such commodities as corn, wine, and oil.

In France, as in Spain, life was centred in the Court, though
the Court was not at that time so luxurious as in Spain nor
indeed so extravagant as it became later. 'Les rois de France
sont rois elus et choisis de Dieu, rois selon son coeur', wrote a
contemporary authority;1 and the monarch was in theory abso-
lute. The Government was highly centralized and the State
was organized by officials who were responsible in the ultimate
resort to the king. The land was held by nobles and other
seigneurs, who might be rich or poor, and by the Church; the
more important seigneurs appear to have taken very little
interest in their estates save as a source of income. From the
peasants they exacted rents and obligations of various kinds
which differed from village to village. Amongst the more usual
were rents in money or labour, including a not uncommon duty
of ploughing the lord's land. The seigneur could require the
villagers to have their corn ground at his mill and might even
insist that all bread were baked at his bakehouse and wine made
in his winepress. He might also levy a tax on wines sold in
his district, and he might have ownership of the local market
through which his peasantry would be obliged to sell any sur-
plus produce that they had for disposal. In any case the lord
was likely to have the right to levy a toll on all goods passing
through or going in and out of his village. He might also have

1 See Duchesne, A., Les Antiques et recherches de la grandeur et majesti des rois de
France, 1609.